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This is the one about whom it is written:
    Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
      he will prepare your way before you.
Amen, I say to you,
	 among those born of women 
	 there has been none greater than John the Baptist; 
	 yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Sunday, December 21
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year A

FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah	 7:10-14

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: 
	 Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; 
	 let it be deep as the netherworld, or high as the sky!
But Ahaz answered,
	 “I will not ask!  I will not tempt the LORD!”
Then Isaiah said:
	 Listen, O house of David!
Is it not enough for you to weary people, 
	 must you also weary my God?
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: 
	 the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
	 and shall name him Emmanuel.

The word of the Lord.




