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SECOND READING
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter	 3:15-18

Beloved:
Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.
Always be ready to give an explanation
	 to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope,
	 but do it with gentleness and reverence,
	 keeping your conscience clear,
	 so that, when you are maligned,
	 those who defame your good conduct in Christ
	 may themselves be put to shame.
For it is better to suffer for doing good,
	 if that be the will of God, than for doing evil.

For Christ also suffered for sins once,
	 the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous,
	 that he might lead you to God.
Put to death in the flesh,
	 he was brought to life in the Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John    14:15-21

Jesus said to his disciples:
	 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, 
	 and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always,
	 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept,
	 because it neither sees nor knows him.
But you know him, because he remains with you,
	 and will be in you.
I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
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In a little while the world will no longer see me,
	 but you will see me, because I live and you will live.
On that day you will realize that I am in my Father
	 and you are in me and I in you.
Whoever has my commandments and observes them
	 is the one who loves me.
And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father,
	 and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Sunday, May 17
ASCENSION OF THE LORD - Year A

*Dioceses outside of the Chicago area may celebrate the Sev-
enth Sunday of Easter today, and the Ascension of the Lord on 
Thursday, May 14th.  Please check with your local Parish for 
more information.

FIRST READING
A reading from the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles 	
1:1-11
 
In the first book, Theophilus,
	 I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught
	 until the day he was taken up,
	 after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
	 to the apostles whom he had chosen.
He presented himself alive to them
	 by many proofs after he had suffered,
	 appearing to them during forty days
	 and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While meeting with them,




